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veryone in this country is familiar with
the game of Snakes and Ladders — a simple
race game, played with dice, and using
tokens that move along a track towards
the winning space. In continental Europe,
however, people are more familiar with the Jeu de
[’Oie (Game of the Goose, Gioco dell’Oca etc). This
game has a long and distinguished history. It has its
roots in the Italy of Francesco de” Medici (1574-
87) but diffused into France, Spain, Germany and
the Low Countries, reaching England in 1597,
where it was popular for the next two centuries.
The game is playved on a spiral track, traditionally
of 63 spaces, using double dice. The ‘good’ spaces,
where the player advances, are traditionally
marked with a goose. There are also hazard
spaces, such as a prison, where one waits to be
released by another, or death, which requires the
player to begin again. The numerological structure
and the symbolic meaning of the hazards show
that this game was conceived as a game of human
life, with Cabalistic significance. Nevertheless, it 1s
a game of pure chance and of no skill: fast and
furious, and well adapted to gambling.
It is therefore remarkable that the Game of
Goose has spawned hundreds of educational games

as variants, in addition to literally thousands of
other variants intended for less-worthy purposes
such as advertising, propaganda and entertainment.
The process of development began in mid-17th
century France, when Mariette published a Jen
Chronologique (Paris 1638), intended to assist the
teaching of history to the eadet class in the colleges
established for the education of young noblemen.
Other publishers followed, and other aspects of
the curriculum, as well as aspects of the education
of young noblewomen, were covered too:
Heraldry, the Art of War, the Art of Conversation
etc. — and, indeed, Geography. Most of the
geographical games were cartographic; and it is
these games that form the subject of this article.
These cartographic games, often classed within
‘Cartographical Curiosities’ [Hill, 1978], are
numerous, though many are no doubt lost because
of the ephemeral nature of games printed on
paper. Thus, to the end of the 19th century,
Whitehouse [1951] gives 30 published in England,
while ID'Allemagne [1950] lists 19 French games.
There are also examples from other European
countries. It 1s not possible to give an exhaustive
treatment within the scope of a short article.
Instead, some examples of the main sub-genres

Fig.1
This charming map
of England and
Scotland is a detail
from Duval’s Le
Jeu des Princes de
L’Europe

(Paris, 1662)
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% The Game of Goose

Fig. 2

The earliest

lenown English
cartographical race
game, A Journey
through Europe
by John Jefferys
(London, 1759).

will be chosen to illustrate perceptions of
tngjl(md.

The most obvious way of constructing a map
game is for play to occur on the surface of the map
itself, whether along an explicit track or along an
implicit track, shown for example by numbering
various points successively. Many cartographic
games are indeed of this form but, interestingly,
these do not include the earliest. These are the
games based on the feu de I'Oie and invented in
France by Pierre Duval (1619-1683), well known
for his educational maps. One of the distinguished
school of French geographers initiated by Nicolas
Sanson, he was appointed Géographe du Roi in
1650. His first game was Le Jen du Monde.
Published by Mariette in Paris in 1645, it had a
spiral track made up of 63 circles, each being a
small map of a different country of the world; the
final winning circle represented France. There
followed two other map games by Duval on a
similar plan. First, Etienne Vouillement published

1\.-"'..]]

Le Jeu de France in 1659, in which each circular
space was a small map of a province of France.
Then, in 1662, Nicolas Berey published Duval’s
Le Jeu des Princes de L’Europe. In this game, each of
the 63 circular spaces of the spiral track is a small
map of a region or country of Europe, with France
as the winning space. A map of Europe in the
centre serves as a key. Duval was astute to make
his games topical and relevant. Thus, in his 1662
game, the player who lands on ‘Holande’, space 6,
must ‘Embark at Flushing for Dover, No- 60
England, to assist in the marriage ceremonies of
the King of Great Britain to the
l’urtug__r,:ll (author’s translation). This, of course,
refers to the imminent marriage of King Charles 11
to Matilda. The game features a special rule, which

Princess of

clearly indicates that Duval sees this as an
educational game:
‘Who would rtake profit in Geography

concerning Europe should take care to say the
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names of the places when he arrives and to
read the names of the principal towns’.

This approach also influences the cartography
of the maps themselves: they are selective as to
detail, concentrating on the key features of each
territory (Fig. 1).

By contrast, the first known English
cartographic race game is one that sets out an
explicit track to be followed on the map itself: A
Journey through Europe, or the Play of Geography
invented by John Jefferys and published by
Carington Bowles (London, 1759). (Fig. 2) The
rules begin:

“The Journcy through Europe is to be played
in all respects the same as the Game of Goose.
Whoever begins to spin the Totum first must
place his man on the very number that turns

UPes..

The ‘totum’ (later known as the Teetotum) is a
top-like spinner, used because in this period the

use of dice was frowned upon, as associated with
gambling and cheating. Jefferys’ game is not of 63
spaces, suggesting  that  the numerological
significance was lost on him. Nevertheless, the
game has considerable structural similarity to the
traditional Jeu de I’Oie. The chief characteristic of
that game is the doubling forward of the throw
when a goose space is encountered. In Jefferys’
game, the equivalent spaces are ‘..any number
where a King lives’, and the player who lands on
such a number has the privilege of reckoning his
spin twice over. Unlike in the Duval game, there
is no reference to stakes or payments. Indeed, the
benefit to the winner is not monetary:

‘He who rests on N°-77 at London wins the
play, shall have the honour of kissing the King
of Great Britain’s hand and shall be knighted
and shall receive the compliments of all the
company in regard to his new dignity’.

Instructions for other numbers impose delays
and send the player off to appropriate destinations.
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Fig. 3
Wallis’s Tour

Through England
and Wales by John

Wallis (London,
1794). Note the

complicated instruc-

tions for playing the

game on either side

of the map.
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