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Game of the Goose
• 63-space spiral track.
• Anti-clockwise.
• Portrait orientation.
• Rules are printed 

in the centre of 
the game board.

Left: Bowles’s Royal
and Entertaining 

Game of the Goose. 
Published by 
Carington Bowles, 
St Paul’s Churchyard, 
London. ca. 1762.
(Adrian Seville 
collection: 
giochidelloca 927)

• 63-space spiral track; clockwise; landscape; rules outside.
Above: The Royal Pastime of Cupid, or Entertaining game
of the Snake. Published by R. H. Laurie. 53 Fleet St, London. 
ca. 1850. Victoria & Albert Museum. London. E 1747-1954.  

/Royal Pastime of Cupid



Aim and scope of this presentation

• We are less concerned here, however, 
with the intricacies of playing the game 
than with a survey of extant copies.

• I am aware of twelve existing copies 
issued by UK-based printers/publishers.

• This presentation will review the known 
copies in reverse chronological order.

• I will suggest revised publication dates for 
three examples, before showing two less-
well known association copies.

Image: The Game of the Goose (detail).
James Lumsden & Son, Glasgow. 1800–1820. 
British Museum (1893.0331,131). 



Royal Pastime of Cupid: 12 known copies

1. R. H. Laurie ca. 1850 Victoria & Albert Museum 
2. R. H. Laurie ca. 1850 Private collection (giochidelloca 862) 
3. James Lumsden & Son ca. 1810 Bodleian Library/JJ (Digital Bodleian)
4. James Lumsden & Son ca. 1820 National Library of Scotland RB.I.52
5. James Lumsden & Son 1820–30 Adrian Seville (giochidelloca 1309)
6. William Dicey 1794 * Bodleian Library/JJ (Digital Bodleian)

JJ The John Johnson Collection: an archive of printed ephemera
* This date may not be accurate; a revised publication date will be suggested 



Royal Pastime of Cupid: 12 known copies

7. John Garrett ca. 1794 * Whitehouse [now lost] (giochidelloca 2354) 
8. Laurie & Whittle 1794 Bodleian Library/JJ (Digital Bodleian)
9. Carington Bowles ca. 1765 * Private collection (Murray Hudson B-22819)
10. Bowles & Carver undated Private collection (Board Game Geek 60171)
11. John Garrett 1700 Worcester College, Oxford
12. John Garrett 1690 Houghton Library, Harvard

JJ The John Johnson Collection: an archive of printed ephemera
* This date may not be accurate; a revised publication date will be suggested



[1] R. H. Laurie, ca. 1850: V&A, London

• This print places the game-board in a 
tromp l’œil frame with mitred corners. 
Hatching on the frame and on the  
snake creates an illusion of depth. 

• An architectural structure supports 
the snake and further emphasises 
the illusion of depth.

• The rules appear to be inscribed on 
the facing elevations, integrating the 
explanatory text into the overall design. Image: R. H. Laurie, London ca. 1850.  

Victoria & Albert Museum E. 1747-1954.



[1] R. H. Laurie, ca. 1850

• The final space, 63, is rendered as a 
formal garden where cupid can be 
seen sharpening his arrow on a wheel.

• The line of receding trees and flower 
beds heighten the effect of depth.

• The viewer is positioned in a corner 
of the garden, perhaps outside, as if 
looking through the coiled snake at 
cupid sharpening his arrow. Image: The Royal Pastime of Cupid: square 63.

R. H. Laurie, London, ca. 1850 (detail). 
Victoria & Albert Museum E. 1747-1954.



[2] R. H. Laurie, ca. 1850: Private Collection

• Another copy of R. H. Laurie’s 1750 
impression, in a private collection, can 
be seen on the Gioco Dell’Oca website, 
giochidelloca 862.

• The website is maintained by 
Luigi Ciompi and Adrian Seville:

<http://www.giochidelloca.it/>

Image: R. H. Laurie, London ca. 1850.  
Private collection. giochidelloca 862.



[3] James Lumsden & Son, 1810: Bodleian (JJ)

• The same design is used by 
the Glasgow-based publisher 
James Lumsden & Son, seen 
here on an uncut sheet.  

• Lumsden specialised in 
children’s literature. 

• Active from 1790–1850, 
Lumsden published some
160 books and chapbooks. 

Image: James Lumsden & Son, Glasgow 1810. 
John Johnson Collection of Printed Ephemera. 
Digital Bodleian (bodjjo001-aac-0001-0). 



[4] James Lumsden & Son, ca. 1820: Nat Lib Scotland

• Another copy of the Lumsden issue of The Royal Pastime of Cupid 
[not illustrated] can be seen in the Special Collections Reading Room 
of the National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh (RB.l.52).

• The library catalogue entry states “Number of items: 2”. 

• While the NLS catalogue suggests the library may hold two copies, a 
response to my enquiry identified this as a catalogue error; there is 
but a single copy of the Lumsden print. 

• The catalogue error remains uncorrected



[5] Lumsden, 1820–30: Adrian Seville collection

• A chromolithograph print by James 
Lumsden & Son is in the Adrian Seville 
collection (giochidelloca 1309).

• Marjolein Leesberg suggests the R. H. 
Laurie print ca. 1850 is a copy of 
Lumsden (Leesberg 2015, p. 39–40). 

• It appears, however, the Lumsden issue 
copies Laurie & Whittle (1794).

Image: James Lumsden & Son, Glasgow 1820–1830. 
Adrian Seville collection. giochidelloca 1309.



[6] William Dicey, 1794:* Bodleian (JJ)

• This print, issued by William Dicey from 
Bow Churchyard, London, is dated 1794 
in the Digital Bodleian entry.

• The date may not be accurate as the 
Diceys were not printing in 1794: 

• William Dicey died in 1756; the family’s 
involvement in the London print trade had 
ended by 1770 and the premises in Bow 
Churchyard were used as a warehouse for 
the Dicey’s patent medicine business. Image: William Dicey, London “1794”. 

John Johnson Collection of Printed Ephemera. 
Digital Bodleian (bodjjo001-aae-0001-0). 

* This date may not be accurate



William Dicey: 1690–1756
• The earliest item from Bow Churchyard (1710) 

has the imprint “J. Cluer”.

• William Dicey, apprentice leathermaker, is 
“turned over” to John Cluer in 1711. John Cluer 
marries William Dicey’s sister, Mary, in 1713.

• Dicey/Raikes: Northampton Mercury, 1720.

• John Cluer dies 1728; Mary marries Cluer’s 
foreman, John Cobb, in 1731. 

• Cobb assigns the business to William Dicey
in 1736; William Dicey sends his eldest son, 
Cluer Dicey, to run the Bow Churchyard press.

Image: Portrait of William Dicey. Oil on 
canvas. No date. Artist unknown. Painting 
on display in Northampton County Hall. 
Image: Northamptonshire County Library. 
art.org.uk 



A Dicey Business

• William Dicey runs a printing 
office in Northampton and
The Northampton Mercury.

• Dicey also has an interest
in patent medicines:

• Dr Bateman’s Pectoral Drops

• Daffy’s Elixir, and others

• And he takes over the Printing 
Office in Bow Churchyard. Left: Dicey & Co. True Daffy’s Elixir bottle (1820s – 1840s).

Right: John Cluer, London ca. 1726. Treatise on the Virtues of Dr 
Bateman’s Pectoral Drops. Historical Texts, ECCO (ETSC T071048). 



William Dicey imprint

• David Stoker (2014) notes Dicey’s 
Bow Church-yard imprint is 
initially “William Dicey” but, after 
1740 when Cluer Dicey is made a 
partner, “William Dicey & Co”, 
“W. & C. Dicey” or “Dicey & Co”. 

• The imprint on Dicey’s Royal 
Pass-time of Cupid (centre) is 
“Printed and Sold by W. Dicey at 
his Printing Office in Bow Church-
Yard London”.

TOP: W. Dicey imprint, 1738. Practical reflections on the 
character and translation of Enoch. Northampton. 
(ESTC T044141). 
MIDDLE: W. Dicey imprint, Cupid game ca. 1736–1740? 
JJ/Digital Bodleian (bodjjo001-aae-0001-0). 
BOTTOM:  William and Cluer Dicey imprint ca. 1740  
A New Introduction to the Art of Drawing (ESTC T127781).



William and Cluer Dicey Catalogue, 1754

• The William and Cluer 
Dicey Catalogue of 1754 
lists both Cupid & Goose 
under “Mixed Fancies” 
in the Copper Royals 
section.

• The imprint cites the Bow 
Church-yard address.

Image: William and Cluer Dicey. 
1754 Catalogue. “Mixed Fancies”.
Historical Texts, ECCO (ETSC T188172). 



Aldermary Churchyard

• In 1754 the Diceys enter into partnership with 
Richard Marshall at the Aldermary Churchyard 
Press, located ca. 100 yards from Bow Churchyard.

• The partnership ends in 1770 (same year R. Sayer 
sues re. © portrait of King Christian VII of Denmark)

• The Aldermary Churchyard press was continued
by the Marshall family and flourished, printing 
Cheap Repository Tracts (forerunner to the 
Religious Tract Society) and children’s
literature.

Image: John Marshall, No. 4 Aldermary Church-
Yard 1795. The Shepherd of Salisbury Plain. Part II.
Historical Texts, ECCO (ETSC T165586). 







Death of William Dicey

• After William Dicey’s death in 1756, 
Cluer Dicey’s son Thomas takes over
the Dicey family business in 
Northampton. 

• The last reference to activity at the 
Bow Churchyard Press is an entry in 
Boswell’s London Journal, July 1763, 
when Boswell records a recent visit:

• “to the old printing-office in Bow 
Church-yard kept by Dicey”



End of Dicey involvement in London print trade

• There is no evidence that Cluer Dicey, his son Thomas, or any other members 
of the family were involved in any form of publishing from Bow Churchyard 
after 1763, or from Aldermary Churchyard after 1770. Cluer’s name is to be 
found on a few Northampton imprints between 1771 and his death on 3 
October 1775, but he appears to have largely retired to his estate at Little 
Claybrook in Leicestershire, leaving his profitable patent medicine business 
under the control of Thomas. His will, drawn up on 17 September 1772, 
confirms that he was still on friendly terms with Richard Marshall, but no 
longer had any business interest in the Aldermary Press. The Dicey family did, 
of course, remain printers and newspaper proprietors in Northampton 
throughout the nineteenth century. 

(Stoker 2014, p. 116)



Dicey’s Royal Passtime of Cupid: 1736–1740? 

• W. Dicey’s Royal Passtime of Cupid is most likely 
to have been published between 1736–1770. 

• i.e. between acquiring Bow Churchyard press and 
the end of the Diceys’ printing activity in London.

• However, “W. Dicey” imprint suggests 1736–1740 
as in 1740 Cluer Dicey is a partner (W. & C. Dicey). 

• Dicey imprint variations are discussed by Stoker 2014, 
p. 155 & p. 221; Dicey’s early provincial imprints from 
1720s are discussed by Duval 2005–2006, pp. 180–182. 

• But it could have been printed at the Aldermary 
Churchyard press, up until 1770 (both Goose and 
Cupid are in the Dicey-Marshall catalogue of 1764).

Image: The Dicey and Marshall Catalogue,
1764. Edited by R. C. Simmons. 
<diceyandmarshall.bodleian.ox.ac.uk> 



[7] John Garrett, 1794:* Whitehouse (now lost?)

• This John Garrett print, once owned by 
F. R. B. Whitehouse but now lost, uses 
the same design and central motif 
(based on Visscher) as the Dicey issue.

• Whitehouse (1951) offers “ca. 1750”.
• An image (from Whitehouse 1951) is

shown on the giochidelloca website
(giochidelloca 2354) with a later date: 1794. 

• Both ca. 1750 & 1794 seem late, given 
the known dates of Garrett’s activity.

Image: John Garrett, London, 1794  (ca. 1750?) 
F. R. B. Whitehouse collection [now lost?]. 
Whitehouse (1951) facing p. 60. giochidelloca 2354.* This date may not be accurate



John Garrett:  fl. 1665–ca. 1720 

• Tyacke tells us John Garrett was active 
from 1665 until his death in about 1720. 

• Garrett, a beneficiary in Thomas Jenner’s 
will, made an inventory of Jenner’s house 
and stock with John Overton after Jenner’s 
death in 1673/74.

• Garrett bought Jenner’s stock and took 
over his shop “next the stayres of the 
Royal Exchange in Cornhill” in 1674.

Image: John Garrett, London, 1676. A most exact 
an accurate map of the whole world. Wing L3492.



John Garrett’s Cupid: ca. 1697?

• Garrett’s Cupid must date from 1674–1718:
• i.e. between the dates Garrett takes on the shop at 

the Royal Exchange and Thomas Glass advertises 
from the same address (Daily Post 4 Aug 1720). 

• Garrett’s last advertisement: Daily Courant 8 Oct 1718. 

• Last known publication: Albert Durer Revived (1718)

• However, an earlier date is suggested as Garrett’s 
single page catalogue in the ca. 1697 edition of 
Albert Durer Revived includes: “A new and most 
pleasant Game of the Snake, printed on a Royal 
Sheet of Paper with Directions”.

Image: John Garrett catalogue; 
appended to Albert Durer Revived. 
London, ca. 1697. Wing A975FA.



Garret’s Cupid: ca. 1690–1700

• Garrett’s Cupid must be earlier than 
the dates suggested by Whitehouse 
(ca. 1750) and Seville (1794):

• John Garrett’s shop was taken over 
by Thomas Glass in 1720.

• “The new and most pleasant Game
of the Snake” is included Garrett’s 
catalogue of ca. 1697. 

• The last two Cupid examples we will 
consider, also published by Garrett, are 
dated 1700 and 1690.

Image: John Garrett’s antiquated imprint. “The 
new and most pleasant Game of the Snake” (detail)
F. R. B. Whitehouse (1951) via giochidelloca 2354.

Printed & Sould by John Garrett at his shop 
next y stayres of y Royall Exchange in Cornhill.



[8] Laurie & Whittle, 1794: Bodleian (JJ)

• Another example of a Cupid game 
issued in 1794 bears the Laurie & 
Whittle imprint. 

• This hand-coloured copy is in the 
John Johnson ephemera collection.

• The print itself is dated “published 
12th May 1794”. 

• This is an earlier state of the R. H. 
Laurie print of 1750 (example [1]). Image: Laurie & Whittle, London 1794.

John Johnson Collection of Printed Ephemera.
Digital Bodleian (bodjjo001-aad-0001-0).



[8] Laurie & Whittle, 1794  [1] R H Laurie ca. 1850



[9] Carrington Bowles, ca. 1765: Private Collection

• This Carington Bowles print, dated 
“ca. 1765” was sold to a private 
collector by Murray Hudson, dealer
in antique maps, globes, books and 
prints, based in Tennessee.

• Some design details and the central 
motif in space 63 differ from the 
arrow-sharpening design used by 
R H Laurie and his predecessors, and 
from the ‘peasant-dance’ design used 
by William Dicey and John Garrett. 

Image: Carington Bowles, London ca. 1765.
Murray Hudson Antique Maps and Globes. B-22819.



Carington Bowles

• As the design of the Carington 
Bowles edition has unique 
features, primarily the central 
motif, it would be interesting to 
trace the source:

• It may be Carington Bowles or a 
predecessor simply sought to make 
the Bowles design distinctive.

• Or (as piracy was rife) it may be 
based on an unknown source. Image: Carington Bowles, London ca. 1765.

Central motif: space 63 (detail). 
Murray Hudson Antique Maps and Globes. B-22819.



Bowles 1753 Catalogue 

• John Bowles & Son 1753 Catalogue 
of Maps, Prints, Copy-Books & c.
includes “The game of the goose”

• Royal Sheets, single prints: item 116

• The Royal Pastime of Cupid is not 
listed in the 1753 catalogue. 

• This suggests the Cupid game is 
added to the Bowles’s stock some 
time after 1753. Image: John Bowles & Son, catalogue entry 116: 

“The game of the goose”. A catalogue of maps, 
prints, copy-books & c. London (1753) ESTC T008478.



Bowles 1784 Catalogue

• Carington Bowles’s New and 
Enlarged Catalogue (1784) 
includes no fewer than three
Bowles-branded board games:

• Bowles’s Royal and entertaining 
Game of the Goose.

• Bowles’s Royal Pastime of Cupid,
or entertaining Game of the Snake.

• Bowles’s New-invented and 
entertaining Game of Courtship
and Matrimony

Image: Carington Bowles. One-Sheet Prints, items 6–8 (p. 37). 
Carington Bowles’s New and enlarged catalogue of useful and 
accurate maps, charts and plans. London (1784) ESTC T181179.



[9] Carington Bowles, ca. 1784

• Carington Bowles was active in 
St Paul’s Churchyard 1763–1793.

• “Bowles’s Royal Pastime of Cupid” 
is included in Carington Bowles’s 
1784 catalogue.

• While the dealer’s estimated 
“ca. 1765” is a plausible date, the 
only evidence of a publication date 
for the Bowles edition of Cupid is 
the 1784 catalogue entry.

Image: Carington Bowles. “Bowles’s Royal Pastime of 
Cupid or Entertaining Game of the Snake” (ca. 1784 ). 
Murray Hudson Antique Maps and Globes. B-22819.



[10] Bowles & Carver, 1793–1830: private collection 

• Another copy of the Bowles’ cupid 
has been located in a private 
collection via Board Game Geek. 

• This later issue has the imprint 
Bowles & Carver.

• Carington Bowles’s son, Henry 
Carington Bowles, operated the
St Paul’s Churchyard business in 
partnership with Samuel Carver 
as Bowles & Carver (1793–1830).

Image: Bowles & Carver. London (1793–1830 ) “Bowles 
Royal Pastime of Cupid or Entertaining Game of the 
Snake”. Private collection via Board Game Geek [60171]



[11] Garrett, 1700: Worcester College, Oxford

• A John Garrett edition of Cupid is 
included in the George Clarke Print 
Collection, housed in the library of 
Worcester College, Oxford.

• The library was built to house Clarke’s 
bequest of books MSS, prints & drawings. 

• Clarke (1661–1736) a “politician and 
architect”(DNB), is known for his 
substantial print collection which is 
also notable for being retained in its 
original arrangement. 

Image: John Garrett, “The Royall Pass-tyme of Cupid”. 
London. ca. 1700. George Clarke Print Collection, 
Worcester College, Oxford. Print ID 2643.



George Clarke (1661–1736)

• Clayton notes “John Vanbrugh, Alexander
Pope and George Vertue travelled to Oxford
to use his library with its unique collection
of notes and drawings by [Inigo] Jones” 
(Clayton 1992, p.124)

• Clarke’s prints “include views, buildings and 
gardens, interior decoration and ornament, portr-
aits, paintings and antiquities. There are also some
unusual … ephemeral items including a set of South Sea
Bubble cards and ‘The Royall Pass-tyme
of Cupid” (GCPC 1999 online). 

Image: George Clarke portrait: oil on canvas. No 
date. Studio of Godfrey Kneller. Worcester College.



Garret’s Cupid: ca. 1690–1700

• Clarke’s copy of Cupid is dated 1700.

• Clayton’s date is an estimate based 
on when Garrett was known to be 
active (personal correspondence).

• The date fits well with our previous 
consideration of Garrett’s activity.

Image: John Garrett, “The Royall Pass-tyme of Cupid”. 
London. ca. 1700. George Clarke Print Collection, 
Worcester College, Oxford. Print ID 2643.



[12] Garrett, 1690: Houghton Library, Harvard

• The final example is in the Bute 
Broadside Collection (B 73), now 
in the Houghton Library, Harvard.

• This print was owned by Narcissus 
Luttrell who frequently noted the
price he paid for a print and the 
date of purchase.

Image: John Garrett. The Royall Pass-tyme of Cupid, London. 
1690. Bute Broadside Collection, B73. Houghton Library, 
Harvard British Library microfilm BL BLL01008880216. 



The Bute Broadsides

• The Bute Broadsides, some 500 items, are 
bound in five volumes.

• The collection is named for the 3rd Marquess 
of Bute, John Crichton-Stuart (1847–1900).

• Crichton-Stuart is described in DNB as a 
“civic benefactor and patron of architecture”

• He inherited Cardiff Docks from his father, 
the income from which led to him being 
considered the richest man in the world.

Image: John Patrick Crichton-Stuart, 
Third Marquess of Bute (1847–1900).  
Unknown artist. Oil on canvas. 76 x 64cm. 
Bute Museum, Rothesay. 
ROY BMP 10.0499. Image © Art UK 



Bute Broadsides in the Houghton Library

• In its present form, the collection is variously 
mounted or inlaid in five large (66 cm.) portfolios, 
bound in three-quarter green morocco and 
marbled boards. […] 

• [M]ost of the "B" section from 1685-1720 derives 
from the library of Narcissus Luttrell (1657-1732), 
who has annotated each item in his characteristic 
fashion, giving (usually) the price he paid, the day, 
month and year of publication and (occasionally) a 
well-informed comment on the author or political 
viewpoint. (Hugh Amory, 1981)

Image: Bookplate: Ex-Libris  
John Patrick Crichton-Stuart, 
Marquess of Bute

http://bookplate-jvarnoso.blogspot.co.uk/2009/04/bookplate-of-3rd-marquess-of-bute.html


Narcissus Luttrell (1657–1732)

• A book collector and annalist, Luttrell also sat as a JP for thirty years 
and served as an MP for two different Cornish seats (1677–1980 and 
1690–1695).

• His library was dispersed after the death of his son. 
• Some material is in All Souls College, Oxford or the British Library. Items sold 

at Sotheby’s to James Osborn went to Yale. Seventy books are in Princeton 
University library.

• The Bute Broadsides sold at Sotheby’s 30 October 1950 for £2,500. When the 
collection was bought by Harvard, the British Museum agreed to an export 
licence on the condition that a microfilm of the material was provided. 



Garrett’s Cupid: 1690

• The British Library microfilm is
now on a single roll (not 21 as 
stated in the BL catalogue).

• Luttrell’s annotation can clearly
be seen to the right of the title.

• Another annotation, less clear, 
may indicate a price: 6d

Image: John Garrett. The Royall Pass-tyme of Cupid, London. 
1690. Bute Broadside Collection, B73. Houghton Library, 
Harvard British Library microfilm BL BLL01008880216.  



Pastime of Cupid: known copies, revised chronology

1
R. H. Laurie ca. 1850

Victoria & Albert Museum 

2 Private collection (giochidelloca 862) 

3 JJ/Bodleian Library (Digital Bodleian)
4 James Lumsden & Son  ca. 1810–30 National Library of Scotland RB.I.52
5 A. Seville (giochidelloca 1309)
6 Laurie & Whittle 12 May 1794 JJ/Bodleian Library (Digital Bodleian)
7 Bowles & Carver 1763–1830 Private collection (Board Game Geek:  game 60171)
8 Carington Bowles ca. 1756 Private collection (Murray  Hudson B-22819)
9 W. Dicey ca. 1736–1740 JJ/Bodleian Library (Digital Bodleian)
10 JJ/Bodleian Library (Digital Bodleian)
11 John Garrett ca. 1690–1700 Worcester College, Oxford
12 Houghton Library, Harvard
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